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In 1964, the US Supreme Court (USSC) declared that the legislative districts 

needed to reflect populations. In doing so, the USSC basically decreed that those 

state legislatures that had a republican structure (which was 49 of the SO states), 

had to abandon the republican structure of their state's legislature and reorganize 

both of their legislative body's districts strictly on population. 

There was no need to change the NYS Assembly legislative structure. New York 

State's constitution had already accommodated, to a large extent, discrepancies 

in population among the official regions in NYS. Those officially recognized regions 

of the state are the counties. The New York State's republican structure should 

have been maintained and should have been used as a model for other states 

across the nation. 

The way I see it, here is the problem. Not only did the US Constitution not give the 

USSC the authority to make such a decree, the USSC completely ignored Article 4, 

Section 4 of the US Constitution, which reads: 

"The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form 

of Government, ... . " 

There seems to be much controversy concerning what a 'republican structure' is, 

but in reality, a republican structure is nothing more than a regional legislative 

structure. Before New York became a state (NVS) it had a republican form of 

government. Every recognized region that joined NYS became a county that was 

guaranteed at least one seat in the Assembly. There was only one agreed to 

exception. At the same time, NYS granted the more populous counties additional 

representation. That increase in representation was based upon a county's 

population that was greater than the average NYS county's population. How the 

republican structure of the NYS Legislature was to be maintained was spelled out 

in the NYS Constitution. Regular adjustments were made as population densities 

in the counties changed. Following this process for 176 years, NYS maintained a 

republican form of government - from 1788 up to the 1964 USSC decree. 

What is astonishing is that when the USSC made its decree in 1964, New York 

State was effectively already in compliance with that decree because the 
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