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Response to the Draft Maps of the 2021 Independent Redistricting 
Commission, Supporting the "Letters" Maps that Keep Tompkins 

County Intact 

 
WHEREAS, based on the 2020 Census data, New York State will redraw legislative districts for State Senate, 

State Assembly, and the U.S. Congress, and 
 
WHEREAS, a state constitutional amendment approved by voters in 2014 established that a new 10-member 

Independent Redistricting Commission (IRC) will oversee the process this cycle, and  
 
WHEREAS, parameters for new district lines include “…the maintenance of cores of existing districts, of pre-

existing political subdivisions, including counties, cities, and towns, and of communities of interest,” which would 
strongly suggest that Tompkins County should remain intact, and “…each district shall be as compact in form as 
practicable”, and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 15, 2021, the Tompkins County Legislature passed Resolution 2021-127, “Urging that New 

York State’s 2021 Redistricting Process Follow the Borders of Tompkins County, and Place Tompkins County 
Completely into One Congressional District and One State Senate District,” stating the county’s rationale for asking that 
the new districts keep Tompkins County intact, and  

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 2021-127 also articulated many reasons that Tompkins County shares a “community of 

interest” with Cortland County, and therefore should remain in the Assembly district with Cortland County, and if 
possible be combined with Cortland County for the State Senate and Congressional districts, and 

 
WHEREAS, Legislator Martha Robertson testified at the IRC’s public hearing for the Southern Tier on August 9, 

2021, communicating the principles expressed in Resolution 2021-127, and  
 
WHEREAS, on September 15, 2021, the IRC released two sets of maps for each of the three elected offices, and 
 
WHEREAS, in the published draft IRC maps (<https://www.nyirc.gov/draft-plans>), Tompkins County is kept 

intact in all three “Letters” versions of the maps, while in the “Names” versions, only the State Senate map keeps 
Tompkins County intact, and 
 

WHEREAS, none of the maps puts Tompkins County in a district with Cortland County, and  
 

WHEREAS, the “Letters” Congressional map puts Tompkins County into a much more compact, accessible, and 
reasonable district than the “Names” map, which is almost twice the travel time east to west as the “Letters” map is end-
to-end, and 

 
 WHEREAS, the IRC is accepting comment on their draft maps through October and November 2021, now 
therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Tompkins Intergovernmental Relations Committee, That the Tompkins 

County Legislature strongly recommends the “Letters” versions of the Congressional, Senate, and Assembly draft maps, 
because they keep Tompkins County intact and are more compact than the “Names” versions,  
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RESOLVED, further, That we urge the Independent Redistricting Commission consider amending the final maps 
so that Tompkins County is included in whatever districts include Cortland County, because of the shared interests, 
culture, and economy that link the two communities, 

 
RESOLVED, further, That copies of this resolution be sent to the ten members of the New York State 

Independent Redistricting Commission (Eugene Benger, Ross Brady, Ivelisse Cuevas-Molina, John Flateau, Elaine 
Frazier, David Imamura, Jack Martins, Charles Nesbitt, Willis Stephens, Jr., and George Winner), Governor Kathy 
Hochul, Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, Senators Zellnor Myrie, James 
Gaughran, Rachel May, Tom O’Mara, Peter Oberacker, Pam Helming, Assemblymembers Latrice Walker, Fred Thiele, 
Jr., and Anna Kelles, and the New York State Association of Counties.  
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-26 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [12 TO 2] 
MOVER: Martha Robertson, Member 
SECONDER: Deborah Dawson, Member 
AYES: Black, Champion, Dawson, Granison, John, Klein, Koreman, Lane, McBean-Clairborne, McKenna, 

Robertson, Schill 
NAYS: Glenn Morey, Michael Sigler 

 
STATE OF NEW YORK    ) 
                                    ) ss: 
COUNTY OF TOMPKINS) 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a resolution adopted by the Tompkins County 
Legislature on October 19, 2021. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the said 
Legislature at Ithaca, New York, on October 25, 2021. 
 

                                                                        , Clerk 
      Tompkins County Legislature 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 22, 2021 

Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Re: Redistricting Maps 
 
Dear Chair and Commissioners: 
 
On behalf of Manhattan Community Board 4 (“MCB4”), at a duly noticed public meeting 
taking place on Wednesday, October 6, 2021, by a vote of 43 approvals, 3 denials, 0 
abstentions, and 0 present not eligible to vote, voted to support this letter. We provide the 
following observations on the preliminary district maps the Commission has issued. 
 
The paramount issue for MCB4 in reviewing these maps is that our community district 
(which is bordered on the south by 14th Street, on the west by the Hudson River, on the 
north by 59th Street and on the east, by 6th Avenue from 14th to 26th Streets and by 8th 
Avenue from 26th to 59th) be kept intact, so that neighborhoods are not divided by 
Assembly or State Senate districts.  The Commission prioritizes keeping towns in rural 
and suburban areas intact within single districts when new district lines are drawn. 
Manhattan’s District 4 should receive the same treatment and be considered a 
Community of Interest, since our board advocates for the residents of District 4 and 
coordinates with city agencies on the provision of their services within our boundaries.   
 
To this end, the Democratic version of the Assembly map comes closest to achieving our 
needs.  The southern border of the Assembly district is pushed south (from the border of 
the current 75th AD) to 14th Street, matching the district line.  While the eastern edge 
does not exactly follow the district line, tracking Broadway will keep our district whole.  
We would prefer that the northern edge of the Assembly district be pushed to 60th Street, 
both to track the community district border and to keep the entirety of Hell’s Kitchen 
neighborhood (including the Coliseum Apartments) intact, instead of dividing the 
northern edge of Hell’s Kitchen between Assembly districts.  One other aspect of this 
map that is helpful is that the entirety of Hudson River Park north of 14th Street is 
contained in a single Assembly district. 
 
Conversely, the Republican version of the Assembly map divides Hell’s Kitchen between 
Assembly districts and includes portions of unrelated neighborhoods to the east within 
the district, including a large portion of the Midtown business district.  The failure to 
include the northwest portion of Hell’s Kitchen within the district is a fatal flaw for this 
plan. 

CITY OF NEW YORK  
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www.nyc.gov/mcb4  

 
LOWELL D. KERN 
Chair 
 
JESSE R. BODINE 
District Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
The Democratic version of the Senate map suffers from a similar flaw, dividing Chelsea 
in half and including Hell’s Kitchen and the rest of Chelsea in an Upper West Side 
district, where our voices will be blunted, instead of the traditional inclusion of our 
neighborhoods with the Greenwich Village area.  Particularly upsetting about this plan is 
that it divides the Mutual Redevelopment Houses (Penn South) (a group of 10 buildings 
that are managed as one unit) between two Senatorial districts.  This must be corrected. 
 
The Republican Senatorial map is better, in that it keeps our community district together, 
although the inclusion of the district with the Upper West Side causes the same concerns 
that the Democratic plan does.  The issues that face our district have much more in 
common with the issues faced in the Village than on the Upper West Side. 
 
Thus, while all of the proposed maps are flawed and need correcting, the Democratic 
version of the Assembly map and the Republic version of the Senate map at least keep 
most of our district intact, in line with the principle of a Community of Interest. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Lowell D. Kern 
Chair 
Manhattan Community Board 4 
 
cc: Hon. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Majority Leader, New York State Senate 

Hon. Carl E. Heastie, Speaker, New York State Assembly 
 Hon. Brad Hoylman, New York Senate 

Hon. Robert Jackson, New York Senate 
 Hon. Dick Gottfried, New York Assembly 
 Hon. Linda B. Rosenthal, New York Assembly 
  
 
 





















































































































































































We have received 64 copies of the following petition.  















































































































































































































































We have received 177 copies of the following petition.  











We have received 505 copies of the following petition.  























 

 

        November 16, 2021 
New York State Independent Redistricting Commission 
250 Broadway – 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10007  
 
Re: Redistricting Maps  
 
Dear Chair and Commissioners: 
 

On behalf of Queens Community Board 6 at a duly noticed public meeting taking place on 
Wednesday, November 10, 2021, by a vote of 30 approvals, 3 denials, 0 abstentions, voted to 
support this letter. We provide the following request based on the existing district 
configurations and the preliminary district maps the Commission has issued. 
 

Queens Community Board 6, comprising two neighborhoods, Rego Park (11374) and Forest 
Hills (11375), requests that the commission work to keep those neighborhoods whole in their 
representation.  Civic Engagement in our neighborhoods is central to a vibrant and thriving 
community. When a singular area has multiple representatives for the same level of government 
it creates an unnecessary barrier to engagement.  Recent challenges like the flooding following 
Hurricane Ida demanded robust and immediate engagement with our elected officials.  
Currently that means we must engage with 2 City Council Members, 4 State Assembly 
Members, 3 State Senators, and 1 Congress Member.  Simplifying the representation for these 
two communities opens up civic engagement and helps neighbors organize in a streamlined 
fashion. 
 
Under the newly designed NYSIRC (New York State Independent Redistricting Commission) 
maps, Community Board 6 would see an increase in the number of representatives in the New 
York State Senate.  The New York State Assembly Democrat Map drafts keeps Community 
Board 6 at 3 New York State Assembly Members. Yet, under the maps built by the 
Republicans, Queens Community Board 6 would find themselves represented by 4 New York 
State Assembly Members.  
 
Other cities throughout the state of similar or slightly larger populations don’t have this 
permeation of representation.  We ask that we keep the number of representatives both in the 
New York State Senate and the New York State Assembly simplified. Streamlined 
representation simply makes it easier for our neighborhoods to get the help they need when they 
need it. 
 
Thank You. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alexa Weitzman, Chair, on behalf of Queens Community Board 6 
 
cc:  
Hon. Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Majority Leader, New York State  
Senate Hon. Carl E. Heastie, Speaker, New York State Assembly 
Hon. Toby Stavisky, New York State Senate 
Hon. Joseph Addabbo, New  York State Senate 
Hon. Leroy Comrie, New York State Senate 
Hon. Daniel Rosenthal, New York State Assembly 
Hon. Jeffrion Aubry, New York State Assembly 
Hon. Andrew Hevesi, New York State Assembly 
Hon. Brian Barnwell, New York State Assembly 













Testimony to the Independent Redistricting Commission 
 
Submitted on Behalf of the Town of Moreau, NY 

 
October 27, 2021 
 
As the duly elected Supervisor for the Town of Moreau, Saratoga County, NY, I 
respectfully submit the following non-partisan testimony on behalf of my 
community to the New York State Independent Redistricting Commission (IRC).  
 
The Town of Moreau is conveniently located in the northern section of Saratoga 
County, approximately 15 miles from the Saratoga Racetrack and Racino, Saratoga 
Performing Arts, and historic downtown Saratoga Springs, and 10 miles from 
beautiful Lake George and the Adirondack Park. 
 
Our Town provides ample recreational activities. Moreau Lake State Park covers 
over 4,000 acres of pristine forestland and was rated by Reserve America as one of 
the Top 100 Campgrounds in the nation. The Harry J. Betar, Jr. Recreational Park 
highlights our Town, providing acres of athletic fields, pavilion facilities, and trails 
for hiking and cross-country skiing. Our town also offers several riparian activities 
on the Hudson River including boat launches, beaches, and picnic areas that 
greatly contribute to our special quality of life.  
 
Without question, the Town of Moreau is a wonderful, vibrant, successful, and 
growing community, with a current population of approximately 16,000 residents, 
covering an approximate area of 43.58 square miles. Moreau is viewed as an 
excellent, welcoming, attractive, and affordable place to live, work, and visit. 
 
I write today to participate in New York’s newly implemented independent 
redistricting process and the effects redistricting will have on our community. As a 
community of interest, I am focused on our region and the families I serve in a 
non-partisan manner as Town Supervisor. Maintaining my community within a 
single legislative district would ensure that our elected representatives understand 
our issues and are focused on advocating for them at the state and federal levels.  
 
The continuity of our community is critical to its ability to provide essential 
services and receive assistance from our current representatives. Changing the 
jurisdiction of the district and our community’s place within it would more broadly 
affect the ability of our community to continue moving forward and successfully 
meet the needs of all residents. 
 
Our community, the Town of Moreau, and its proud residents share common 
interests and a true sense of community and working together.  



If our community is split up into different districts, our representation would be 
significantly diminished and hinder the community’s ability to work together 
collectively and collaboratively with our state officials. Accordingly, the Town of 
Moreau thus requests to remain part of the contiguous 43rd Senate District with 
Senator Jordan as our Senate representative. 
 
Our Town’s State Senator, Daphne Jordan, does a tremendous job representing and 
serving Moreau as part of the 43rd Senate District. I have worked with Senator 
Jordan on a whole host of local economic development and public service projects 
and always found her to be highly attentive to our needs and an excellent partner 
serving and representing our mutual constituents. 
 
Thank you in advance to the Independent Redistricting Commission for allowing 
me to submit this testimony. I again request that you consider the needs of our 
community so that there may continue to be responsive and fair state 
representation that meets our important needs. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
The Honorable Todd Kusnierz 

Supervisor, Town of Moreau 

351 Reynolds Road 

Moreau, NY 12828 

(518) 792-1030 

moreausuper@townofmoreau.org  

 
 

Please submit testimony to: 

 

submissions@nyirc.gov  

 

The Commission also accepts your comment by mail. Your written public 

comment may be mailed to: 

 

Independent Redistricting Commission 

250 Broadway, 22nd Floor 

New York, NY 10007 

 

mailto:moreausuper@townofmoreau.org
mailto:submissions@nyirc.gov
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